
1138

June 13 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

So I want to ask you all to remember this
fine woman that hauled herself all the way here
from Idaho. And she’s still vigorous. She’s still
got a lot to give, and there’s millions like her
out there, and we owe it to them to do the
right thing. And I want you to stick with these
Members of Congress behind me. I thank them
for being here. Let’s get this done this year.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
to Medicare recipient Ruth Westfall, who intro-
duced the President.

Statement on Senate Action on Legislation To Establish a National
Drunk Driving Standard
June 13, 2000

I applaud the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee for passing an important amendment that
will help put the brakes on drunk driving across
the country. I strongly support Senator
Lautenberg’s amendment that would help create
a national standard for impaired driving of .08
blood alcohol content (BAC). This is a reason-
able, commonsense standard that could save an
estimated 500 lives a year, while still permitting
adults to drink responsibly and moderately.

Together, we have made great progress on
reducing drunk driving in America. In 1999 the
number of people killed in alcohol-related crash-
es hit a record low. But we still lose far too
many American lives to drunk drivers: one
American is killed in an alcohol-related crash

every 33 minutes. Over 15,700 Americans lost
their lives in alcohol-related crashes in 1999
alone. We simply must do more.

Senator Lautenberg’s .08 BAC legislation will
help build on our efforts to keep drunk drivers
off our streets. I commend Senator Lautenberg
for his continued leadership in this area, and
Transportation Subcommittee Chairman Shelby
for including this bipartisan, life-saving amend-
ment in the FY 2001 Transportation Appropria-
tions bill that passed in the full Appropriations
Committee today. I urge the Congress to act
quickly to pass this legislation to save more lives
by making .08 BAC the legal limit across the
country and without further delay.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the Wekiva River and
Tributaries in Florida
June 13, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
I take pleasure in transmitting the enclosed

report for the Wekiva River and several tribu-
taries in Florida. The report and my rec-
ommendations are in response to the provisions
of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, Public Law
90–542, as amended. The Wekiva study was au-
thorized by Public Law 104–311.

The National Park Service conducted the
study with assistance from the Wekiva River
Basin Working Group, a committee established
by the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection to represent a broad spectrum of en-

vironmental and developmental interests. The
study found that 45.5 miles of river are eligible
for the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System
(the ‘‘System’’) based on free-flowing character,
good water quality, and ‘‘outstandingly remark-
able’’ scenic, recreational, fish and wildlife, and
historic/cultural values.

Almost all the land adjacent to the eligible
rivers is in public ownership and managed by
State and county governments for conservation
purposes. The exception to this pattern is the
3.9-mile-long Seminole Creek that is in private
ownership. The public land managers strongly
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